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Presidential Update

Happy to Serve—Again!
John Wilgis, MBA, RRT

You know how sometimes you can’t believe
something is real — until it hits home in some
way? That’s how | felt at the 2010 Sunshine
Seminar as | began reciting the oath of office
for President... again. Due to unforeseen
events, the Board of Directors appointed me in
February to fill the vacancy of President for the
next year. . Since that time, I've been thinking

Continued page 2

FSRC Scholarship!!!

Dr Ethel E. Johnson Memorial Scholarship

The Florida Society for Respiratory Care is
proud to offer this scholarship in memory of a
dedicated Florida Board of Respiratory Care
Board Member, and an accomplished South
Florida Educator. The scholarship awards $500
to an upcoming Respiratory professional com-
mitted to the highest standards and to public
health. Applications will be receive-dated per
postmark or electronic mail date and forward-
ed to the Qualification Committee for verifica-
tion of criteria and completeness, and sub-
mitted to the FSRC board.

Continued on page 3
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Legislative Update

FSRC Prepares for the 2011 Legislative Session
John Wilgis, MBA, RRT

The FSRC Legislative Committee continues to
focus on the issues voiced in Tallahassee and
Washington, DC that impact Respiratory Care.
The Legislative Committee will work this fall to
address several key issues to monitor in 2011.
Toni Large, the FSRC’'s Government Affairs Liai-
son, has worked with the society for the past 3
years and is keenly aware of

Continued page 2

FSRC Golf Tournament

The First Annual Golf Tournament
Jamy Chulak, RRT

D2fF Fye&z2ySK

The First Annual FSRC Golf Tournament was a
huge success! The Care Fusion team won the
tournament with a score of 61.

Saturday May 15th, started with blue skies, a
nice breeze, and hope for those “checking in”
to compete. The tournament provided prizes,
drawings, contests, and awards. “This is a
gentleman’s game” says our host Derrick
Strub. Just a reminder for us novice players
who may feel the pang of excitement for be-
ing a part of a golf tournament. Such bravado

Continued on Page 3
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
CORNER

CONGRATULATIONS! Florida was
NUMBER 1 in the Medicare RT
Initiative Virtual Lobby Day, and
your participation will assure that
we continue that momentum into
the number 1 ranking for the AARC
Drive4COPD competition. It takes
just 2 minutes: please follow the
simple steps below now:

1. Go to fsrc.org, click on the
Drive4COPD icon.

2. Select Florida from the
Select a State drop down

3. Click on Go to My State
Screener Page

4. Answer the 5 simple ques-
tions, click Continue

5. Vote for a Race Team
Member or click Skip the
Question, then Submit

6. Choose Email Results, Print
Results or Skip this Step
and Enter to Win an
Ultimate NASCAR Week-
end.

7. Enter Contact Information
for contest only: infor-
mation will be used ex-
clusively for drawing
purposes.

8. Submit

9. Contact and encourage
others to do the same.
Their lives could depend
on it.

The FSRC is competing with other
State Societies, so please take a
few minutes to demonstrate pride
in your State and your Profession.
If you wish to plan an event, order
materials or acquire additional
information, please contact Florida
Team Captain, Nancy Hemmert at
hemmertn@yahoo.com or the
FSRC Executive office.

about the things | would do differently. It’s
like starting over with a clean sheet — my
enthusiasm grew the more | thought about
it.

“l do solemnly affirm,” | said to Past Presi-
dent, Melanie McDonough, “that | will faith-
fully perform the duties of the office...” Of
course | will! The day-to-day stuff is the easy
part of the job, usually. “... and will, to the
best of my ability, support, promote, and
advance the purpose and goals of the AARC
and the Florida Society for Respiratory
Care.” Ah! There’s the rub as Shakespeare
wrote. Support and promote — no problem.
That last part though, advancing the purpose
and goals, that’s the part | kept thinking
about — that, and not messing up!

My focus this time around is service! How
can | serve the society and its members?
How does the FSRC serve the profession?
And, how can you serve both?

We live and work in a service-related profes-
sion. By serving our patients, their families,
other providers, and the profession as a
whole, we promote Respiratory Care during
a time of unprecedented reform in the
healthcare industry. There is no better time
than now to focus on our professional ser-
vice.

My service will be in leading the society
through the next year focusing on several

the many issues facing Respiratory Therapy
and continues to work aggressively with the
FSRC as the 2011 session nears.

Many of the issues the FSRC addressed this
year in Florida (i.e. - Medicaid fraud, protec-
tion of the Respiratory Care practice act,
COPD awareness/protection/prevention
programs, tax on tobacco) will remain priori-
ty issues into 2011. Federally, the society
continues to work with the AARC’s Political
Advocacy Contact Team (PACT) supporting
RT Medicare Bills HR 1077 and S 343. You
can help by contacting your Senators and
Representatives now using the ! 1 w/ Qa
2t I 2y & @/sapwi.com/aarc/
issues/) to urge them to co-sponsor HR 1077
and S 343. This legislation amends portions
of the Part B Medicare law to allow certain
RTs to deliver a broader array of services and
to be compensated by Medicare.

Presidential Update

targeted goals for us to follow.

These goals serve as pillars supporting the
FSRC’'s overall mission to serve those we
represent - you. Together, FSRC board
members, local advocates, volunteers, stu-
dents, and therapists (like you) will work to
continue building the programs serving the
profession, our patients, their families, our
industry partners, and the communities we
live in. We are our own global village!

The question is - how can you increase your
service? | can't specifically answer that ques-
tion. Each of us serves in many different
ways. | can only hope that you expand your
service and find new ways to promote your-
self, the profession you enjoy, and the
healthcare mission that benefits all of us. |
can offer one suggestion - join the FSRC and
the AARC! Get engaged with our actions and
activities and become part of a statewide
team focused on improving the service we
deliver through professionalism. Doing so
has many rewards. I'm confident we will
continue to see new faces assisting the
FSRC's service.

So... here we go again! Working, learning,
growing and serving together. | look forward
to serving your needs and the needs of the
society over the next year. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve you and for your ser-
vice to the Respiratory Care profession.

Legislative Update

The FSRC works to protect
the profession by providing a
voice in Tallahassee and
% Washington, DC supporting
4 the issues that matter to Res-
| i piratory Therapy, serving as
an information conduit, and

“ 7" advocating on your behalf. If
you have a particular interest in a legislative
matter, please contact John Wilgis or Sheryle
Barrett (FSRC Legislative Committee Co-
Chairs) through the website board member

links at www.fsrc.org.
I LIA Tt

John Wilgis, MBA, RRT
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UPCOMING
MEETINGS/EVENTS

Mease Dunedin
Blitz
October 22, 2010
Dunedin, FL

Bethesda Memorial
Hospital
October 22, 2010
Cocoa Beach, FL

Brandon Regional
Medical Center

October 25, 2010
Brandon, FL

North Florida Regional
Medical Center

October 29, 2010
Gainesville, FL

Harry Kapp Symposium
October 29, 2010

Miami, FL

Health South Ridgelake
October 30, 2010
Sarasota, FL

MD Anderson Cancer Center
November 5, 2010
Orlando, FL

St Joseph’s Hospital
Novermber 29-30, 2010
Tampa, FL

St. Vincent’s
Medical Center
February 4, 2011
Jacksonwville, FL

Tampa VA
February, 2011
Tampa, FL

Morton Plant
March 4, 2011
Clearwater, FL

Central Florida
Health Alliance
April 1, 2010
Leesburg, FL

Space Coast
Aptil 21-22, 2010

Cocoa Beach, FL

Details at fsrc.org

ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP

Governor Jeb Bush appointed Dr Ethel E.
Johnson as a consumer member to the Flor-
ida Board of Respiratory Care on December
1, 1999.

Thereafter, Dr. Johnson was appointed for
three consecutive terms to the board and
served until she was stricken with Lou Geh-
rig's disease (ALS) in mid 2006. During her
tenure Dr. Johnson served as the Board
Community Relations Liaison and as a Board
Probable Cause Panel member which she
loved tremendously. As stated by her sister
Mikki Thompson, even during her illness, she
declared that she would always be a voice
for consumers getting what they needed.
Dr. Johnson’s passion for youth always
linked her in some capacity to investing in
the future of our youth. She so diligently
served on the State Tobacco Free Coalition
Partnership, “Students Working Against To-
bacco” (SWAT) Advisory Committee. That

does not bode well in this game where skill,
technique, and patience measure the indi-
vidual acutely.

We were fortunate enough to have commu-
nity supporters who helped sponsor the
event. Sup-
porters like
Valencia
Community
College, Day-
tona  State
College,
Concorde

*T love the women's tees on this course!”

Dr Ethel E. Johnson Memorial Scholarship

campaign lead to an in your face response by
youth that resulted in a tremendous decrease
in teenage smoking following the Florida to-
bacco settlement.

As an educator Dr Johnson will be best remem-
bered for her smile, laughter and her legacy.
The FSRC is proud
to offer this
scholarship in her
honor.

Dr Ethel E.
Johnson
1952-2008

1st Annual FSRC Golf Tournament

Career Institute, Med Graphics, and Butterfly
Impressions helped to raise the stakes at this
event. Winning was about pride now!
Superstition creates an exodus of players to
the putting green to preserve some of the
“good drives” for the tournament. It’s those
brilliant shots that occur that bring some of
us back to this sport. This cruel sport.

The game began with a shotgun start, and
play became more about the individual, as all
others dissolved from my conscience.

FSRC Update



